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D Sir, | | 8 =" 
SSS HE Favour of Mr. Payſonss Sermons on 1 Tim.1. cy: 
and the Obſervations upon them &c. I duly receiv'd. 
I The former I have peruſed, and am of Opnion that 
PPP they are clear and important Truths of the Goſpd ; 
e and they appear'd ſo well calculated to ſerve the beſt 

Intereſts, that in reading my Heart burnt within me.--- 
I have alſo read part of the Letter, and doubt not but Mr. Parſons 
dan eaſily anſwer the Exceptions ( ſo far as I have obſerv'd them) 
if he thinks it proper to take Notice of an Author that is 2m d or 
afraid to ſhow his Head.--- 

But when I caſt my Eye upon the 14% Enquiry, my Curioſity led 
me to turn to it, and read it through ſeveral Times ; and had I been 
wholly a Stranger to Mr. Parſons and his Affairs, I ſhould have 
thought, by the Repreſentation, that the Preface to his Book came with 
ill Grace from him, though according to my little Acquaintance 
with eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions and proceedings, his Remarks are too 
true to make a Jeſt of.--- 

But as you think that I was conſiderably acquainted with the Dif- 
ficulties Mr. Parſons met with while he liv'd in Conneficutt, and the 

mean and wicked Artifices that were us'd to render him vile in the 
Sight of the World, ſo you deſire to hear ſomething of the Affair, 
especially as the Author of the Obſervations lays the Foundation of all 
he _ under his 5th Head, on the Circumſtances of his Settlement 
at Zyme. | . | ; 

This Friend of Truth and Lover of Mankind ( as he calls himſelf ) 
fays „ *twas ſuppos'd that he (Mr Parſons ) was ſettled like other 
« Miniſters in the Government agreeable to Saybrook Platform &c. 
But who ſuppos'd all this, our Author has prudently kept to himſelf 
as a Secret from the World.--- Was it the Church that call'd 
Mr. Parſons to ſettle among them? This could not be, for ſometime 
before his Settlement they met together, and Mr. Pay/ons being pre- 
ſent expreſs'd their diſlike to that Platform and told him they never 
had conſented to it and were till afraid of its being introduC'd -- 
Was it the Council that ordain'd Mr. Parſons © This could not be; 
for the Church being together, in the Preſence of the Council the 
Morning before Ordination, defir'd the Moderatof to aſk Mr. 
Par ſans by what Platform he intended to lead them; for ( faid f me 
of them) we don't like Saybrook Platform, becauſe it gives too mul 


Power to Minifters. And when the Queſtion was put to Mr. . WM 


Parſons, be told the Council and Church he did not chuft S he. 
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Platform for a Rule of Church Government ; and taking the Bible 
In his Hand, he ſaid © I his ſhall be my Rule in Church Govern- 
ment as well as in other Matters; but I'm not fo ſatisfied with any 
humane Compoſures that I have met with as to ſubſcribe to any ? ” 
V pon this the Moderator took a Vote of the Church, whither they 
defir'd the Council ſhould proceed to ordain. Mr. Parſons or not; 
and the Church voted unanimouſly in the affirmative, and then the 
Council proceeded.--- Now, Sir, this being a ſhort but faithful Ac- 
count of Mr. Parſons's Settlement, I leave it with you to ſay whither 
*tis at all probable that Mr. Parſons. was ſettled like other Miniſters 
upon Saybrook Platform? Did that Gentleman think that Miniſters 


and Churches in Connecticut exyreſs'd their diſlike of Saybrook Plat- 


form immediately before their Settlement, in Order to be ſettled u 


that Platform of Government ? Was this to. be ſettled. like waa 


Miniſters. in Connecticutt, upon a ſourm which was. expreſly refus'd on 
the ordination Day ? ---Indeed, Sir, I believe you'l be hard put to it 


to find out how the Author or his Informer came to make ſuch a. 
Suppoſition, when bath Mr. Parſons and the Church expreſs'd their 


Dillike of that form and refus'd to be Settled upon it. If the higbeſ 
moral Evidence was ſnfficient. to convince Council and Country that 
neither Mr. Par/ons nor the Church would be ſubjected to that arb;- 
#rary Yoke, I apprehend you'l be at a loſs to find out how the Author 
of the Obſervations came to ſay, It was ſuppos'd &c. unleſs he had 
F Friendſhip 
to Truth, and Love to Mankind ſhould be evidenced by 


notorious Falſhood to ſupport Slander.. 3 
But having laid this Foundation our Author proceeds, calling Mr. 


Parſons to his Bar, and brings him under ſtrict 


which I will obſerve to you, by the Way, that Edes and Gill — 


expos d. themſelves to a Proſecution in the civil Law, becauſe 
are the reputed Authors of a falſe and Scandalous Libel, in as 


25 have put their Names and no other, to ſuch an one agai 
Mr. Parſons : And it he Ghoul profcue them, . probable be 
would recover great for the Law ſets a 
. 

m inion 
any Man.---If you 


of the Preſs, 
. publiſh'd Slander ? I anſwer ; The Law interprets thoſe 


Slander 


Wap of laden; And mary of thoſe Enquiries carry i *Y 


great Value upon | 
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(5) 
ſuch Inſinuations, which may be eaſily made to appear if the Matter 
ſhould be brought to a Trial. 
But to return from this Digreſſion: I muſt conſider ſome of the 
Autho?s Queſtions and according to your Deſire let you know the 


Truth of the Caſe. 
And the firſt Queſtion he puts to Mr. Parſons is whither he paid a 


\ Proper Regard to ſerted Rules for Dealing with offenders while ke 
y* 


in Connefiicutt ? To this I anſwer Firſt, I know of no ſuch 
Settled Rules in the Saybrook Platform, and for that as well as the ex- 
orbitant Power it gives to Miniſters ; I apprehend every one ſhouid 
diſregard it. *Tis a Platform that will turn almoſt into any Shape to 
ſerve a Turn; And I'm very much miſtaken if its. greateſt Advocates 
have not for twenty or thirty Years paſt, lamented that there were ne 
certain Rules of proceedure ; but that they ated only pro hie & nunc; 


not by ſettled Rules but what e the preſent Turn: Secondly, 


8 


Tm of Opinion that Mr. Parſems did not pay all the Regard to ſettled 
Rules that he might have done : for although in a few Years after 


his Settlement, he adherd to the preſbyterian as the beſt form of 


Government, and endeavour'd to perſwade the Church into that 
way of Diſcipline ſo far as it related to a particular Congregation ; yet 
he too ſoon grew diſcouraged, and ſo never brought them to manage 
by any ſettled Rules, the want of which I apprehend, was a great 
Inducement to him to ſeek a Diſmiſſion, and has been the Unhap- 
pineſs of that Church ever fince.--- | 

Immediately upon the firſt Queſtion, the Author of the Obſerva- 
vations makes a Digreſſion to advertize the Publick of Mr. Parſons's 
having made Confeſfions and Recantations.--- Whatever Confeſfions 
Mr. Parſons has made, I believe, if you have read the Obſervations 
upon his Sermons you'] think they can't well exceed the Confeſſiors 
and Recantations that this Friend to Truth, and Lever of Mankind 
will readily make when he is brought to ſes how ſtrangely he has 


wreſted the Scripture and corrupted the Word of God in many of the 


moſt intereſting Doctrines of divine Revelation, and thereby done 
all he could well do, to blind and eternally ruin his fellow Men.--- 
As to Mr. Parſons's Confeſſions and Recantations, the State of the 
in a few Words, was this viz. About fourteen or. fifteen Years 


7 of, were diſſatisfied with him and the Church for the Counte- 
they put upon the Reformation, and conſequently defir'd him 


divine 


# 


four or frue of the Brethren of the Church which he was the 


A. 


it, He being fully ſatisfied that the Subſtance. of it was. 
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ſoon grew warm upon the Subject; till at Lenyth after ſome publick 
Appearance of a divine Opperation, one of them told him, if he would 
not oppoſe ſuch Confuſions (as he call'd them) they (j. e. the 
four or five ) would article againſt him. Mr. Parſons replied that 
he did not know any Articles he held contrary to the Confeſſion of 
of Faith, * and he thought no Council would publickly condemn ſuch 
Doctrines, though they might not like ſome of them. I he Perſon 
replied that they could find Articles that would ferve their Turn, ork: 
Words to that Purpoſe.--- Soon after this, the four or five Brethren, 
under the Conduct of two or three neighbouring Gentlemen, ( if 
they may be allow'd that Character) form'd a conſiderable Catalogue 
of Articles. But the i and /econd Draught they found would not 
anſwef ; and therefore they made another, which was ſpread about 
the Country, and that long before any Trial ; tending to render Mr. 
Parſons inconſiſtent, ignorant and odious in the Sight of Men. 
In proceſs of Time theſe Articles were referr'd to the Judgment of 
three Miniſters, and they made up ſuch a Judgment as they ſaw fit; 
and ſuch an One as, I'm apt to think they could not have done, had 
they properly conſider'd the whole Matter. Mr. Par/ons's Confeffion 
and Reſtractation follow'd, and was to this Effect, via: © although I 
<« carefully wrote my Sermons which J deliver'd publickly to the 
<« People, and know that I have not wrote ſuch Errors as I am ac-* 
« cus'd of; yet inaſmuch as my Accuſers have not referr'd to m 
& Notes, and the Time of Delivery, ſo that the Doctrines I t 

4 might be brought to a fair Trial, Pm willing to ſay that I know 
< not but I have ſometimes been guilty of a flip of the Tongue, and 
c ſaid what never intended: and I confeſs that the Errors which 
< my Brethren accuſe me of are real Errors, ſuch as I don't believe; 
< and if I ever deliver'd them I now recall them.”---This, Sir, is the 
Subſtance of the Confeſſion and Recantation Mr. Parſons made, 
which has ſince made ſuch a Noiſe in the Country.--- And indeed I 
think he condeſcended too far, even in ſaying, if he had made a miſ- 
take &c. in delivering his Sentiments, he recall'd &c.--- Not that I 1 


think Mr. Parſons is not liable to make a Blunder, but becauſe, no fa 


Man ſhould be made an Offender for a flip of the Tongue, and if he 
had really held Corrupt Principles is was an eaſy Thing for his Ad- 
verſaries to have refer d to hs Notes or the Time of delivery, fo that 


— — —— Ces — — — — — 


* I ſuppoſe Mr. Parſons did not then think of the 23d Ch. 
and 3d Article, for he conſtantly maintain'd that the Right of ſup- 
preſſing Hereſy belongs only to the Church. 


+ ad. 


the Truth might have appear d; but this was generally avoided, and 
e. the [chat (as was ſuppos d) with deſign to keep things in the Dark. 
J hat | The Author of the Obſervations goes on, and aſks Mr. Par/ens 
mon of | whither be conducted by ſettled Rules when new Charges of Scandal 
were brought againſt him? To this I anſwer, I know of no new 
Perſon, I Charges of Scandal brought againſt him while he was Miniſter at 
MZ yme, nor any fince that his Adverſaries will own : but if there had 
been ever. ſo many, neither he nor the Church would have ſubmitted 
them to a Council form'd upon Saybrosk Platform, becauſe that has 
provided no ſettled Rules for dealing with Offenders, and it would 
have been as ſafe to have ſubmitted to Arch-Biſhop Laud, who diſlik'd 
1 ſettled Rules, as to a Number that wanted a New- Light in their Hands 
ler Mr. {that they might deal with him without any ſettled Rules. But Mr. 
" {| Parſons all along ſhew'd himſelf deſirous of having all the Matters of 
Controverſy brought to a fair Trial by ſettled Rules, though he could 
never obtain it --- Many other Enquiries this Friend to Truth and 
Lover of Mankind makes, which I have not Time particularly to 
nfefon {take Notice of; but as Mr. Parſons's Printer is about to give his 
hough I Sermons a ſecond Edition, *tis probable he will give the publick a 
to the {Narrative by Way of Preface.--- In the mean Time, I will, for your 
$6atisfaQtion, anſwer one or two Queftions more. 
One is, whither inſtead of giving the Complainants a hearing be- 
I teach Ihre the Church, according to the Advice of the Aſſociation, Mr. 
Parſons and the Church did not call a Council, and alledge theſe Ar- 
=o. and ticles, which the Complainants may as a ſcandalous Libel &c. and 
N thereby prevent an Enquiry into Matters of Offence? To this I 
Ianſwer, Friſt, Mr. Parſons and the Church were all along cautious 
of taking Notice of the Aſſociation as a conſtituted Body, becauſe 
they had Reaſon to think that they were endeavouring to drag them 
under the Claws of a Conſtitution which they were unwilling to be 
ſubjected to. Secondly, Neither Mr. Parſons, nor the Church were 
ever unwilling to give the Complainants a fair Hearing; but ſpent 
much Time with labouring to convince them, and remove all 
tumbling Blocks out of the Way. Bnt when all Methods of ac- 
commodation among themſelves fail'd, then Mr. Parſons and the 
4 Church calt'd a large Council, in which were ſome of the moſt emi- 
nent Miniſters in the Colony; and before that Council they complain'd 
of their Accuſers as being guilty of a ſcandalous Libel, and utterly re- 


to bring Matters to a by ſettled Rules. The Council 
them guilty in Manner and Form according to the Complaint, 


and advis'd the C to call them to Repentance, and in Caſe of 
Ong] 7 continued 
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eontinued impem ce, to proceed againſt them according to the Rules 
crib'd in the Goſpel for Dealing with obſtinate Offenders. And 
believe, Sir, you'l readily allow that Mr. Parſons and the Church 
took the moſt rational Method, and us'd uncommon Tenderneſs with 
their Brethren in their proceedings. Mr. Parſons and the Church 
were deſirous of being 


. by ſettled Rules in this , 
and 'twas becauſe their Brethren utterly refus'd to comply with ſettled {; 


Rules that they were oblig'd te take this Step. Had Brethren 
brought a Complaint ſo that Matters could have come to à fair Trial, 
by any reaſonable or ſettled Rules, (ſoch an one as they were often 
advis'd to) the whole Controverſy could have been ifſu'd with 
greateſt Eafe. But their refuſing to do this, though often requeſted 
thereto, was a main Ground of continuing the Difficulties and finally 
of parting between Mr. Perſensand the Church. Therefore, Fourthly, 
*T is fo far from being true, that Mr. Parſons and the Church d 
Matters ſhould not be enquir'd into, that they took unwearied Pains 
—— thing ſo laid as to bring che Truth into the moſt open 
| 

— Queſtion is whither Mr. Parſons and the Church did not 
Join in calling a mutual Council, and whither, at the Time 
ed for the meeting of the Council, not one of thoſe call'd 
and the Church came, while not one of thoſe nominated 
other Side fail'd? --- To this I anfwer --- Firſt, Mr. Parſens and the 
Church offer'd the Complainants a mutual Council — ONCE 
or twice, and they rejeaed the ly, parties at 
laſt agreed to call a Council, and all thoſe Minifters which the 
eiflatisfied Brethren choſe, punctually attended, but not one of thoſe, 
which Mr. Perſons and the Church choſe met them. But I never 
heard any Reaſon why the former were punctual and the latter refus'd, 
except theſe two CorjeQtures, viz. Either Firſt, Becauſe the former were 
near at Hand, and the latter at a conſiderable Diſtance ; or Secondly, 
Becauſe two of thoſe Miniſters which the diſſatisfied ſent for, had been 
their Principal Adviſers, and this was a Fact generally known, for 
which Reaſon it was thought very im to have either of them 
in the Council 


ſent for by Mr. Parſens and the Church might know and be influenc'd 
by this; for one of them, at leaſt, ſent back Word that he under- 
Kood they had made a Party Buluncds of it, and therefore he would not 
came. SE 


Ancther 


proper 
propos d; but the diſſatisfied Brethren utterly refus'd to 
chuſe any others. Now *tis highly probable that all the Minifters 
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Another Queſtion is whither Mr. Parſin in Order to fecure him» 
felf the more effectually from Danger did not cal à Church Meeting 
without giving Notice of the Occaſion, and at this Meeting ( which 
was ſuppos'd to be much thinner than it would have been if the Oc- 
enſion of it had been generally known) got a Vote for his Diſmiſſion 
&c ? I anſwer, the particular Motives inducing Mr. Parſons to 
» ] deſire a Diſmiſſion he is beſt able to tell, tho' he always profeſs'd a 

Readineſs to tarry with the People, provided thoſe Abuſes he met with 
could have a fair and impartial Trial, which the diſaffected Brethren 
always avoided, and it was ſuppos'd they were advis'd to the Method 
they took on purpoſe to hide the Truth. But that he gave no Notice 
of his Deſign to get a Diſmiſſion is not true; for he laid the Matter 
before the Church, and left it with them ſeveral Months for their 
Conſideration, before he brought it to Trial. And not only fo but 
the Occaſion of the Church-Meeting at which be obtain'd a Vote, 
was well known, I believe, to every Member, and the Meeting was 

d to be the fulleft they ever had upon any Occaſion before. 

other Queſtion is, whither Mr. Parſons did not call a Council 
conſifting of three Churches, and a fourth without a Paſtor, who 
advis'd to his Diſmiſſion? I anſwer, Mr. Parſons call'd a Council of 
or five Churches, all which had ordain'd Miniſters ; One of the 
* if I miſtake not, fail'd, the Miniſter being ſick. One of 
the Miniſters way abroad about that Time, and was not return'd, 
and therefore could not be there. Thefe four Churches attended the 
Buſineſs, they were call d upon, and found not only that thoſe diſ- 
affected Brethren had been very guilty in their Conduct towards Mr. 
Parſons and the Church, agreeable to what a former large Council 
had found them; But that the Church, though they had voted their 
of the Advice of that Council, yet they had neglected to 

proſecute the Advice, and had not come into any fix'd Rules of Deal- 
ing with Scandalous Offenders ; And through theſe Neglects, there 
were many Scandals in the Church, which neceſſarily hindred Mr. 
Parſon#s adminiſtring the Lord's Supper. Therefore this Council 
ese that he might warrantably take the Benefit of the Church's 
Vote. They alſo had before them all thoſe Charges brought againſt: 
JS Mr. Parſons and diſtinctly confider'd every Article, and judg'd there 
was not the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect him guilty of any cenſurable Evil: 
And of their own Accord gave him Credentials equal to the Cha- 
as bebo by or nol age ei — ED" 

Many other Queſtions are put to Mr. Parſons, but they chiety 
relate to his Settlement at Newbury, I muſt — that with him to 


anſwer 
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anſwer for himſelf. Only I would obſerve to you, that it looks 
pretty Strange that he ſhould be repreſented as — upon Con- 
gregational 1 when he all along call'd himſelf a Miniſter of 
the Preſbyterian Church in Newbury.---But poſhbly this Friend to 
Truth and Lover of Mankind, will ſay Mr, Parſons was not a 
Preſbyterian becauſe he was not united to any particular Preſbytery 
*till ſeveral Years after his Settlement.---If this is his Plea, I enquire 
whither a particular Church can't act up to the Settled Rules f 
Preſbyterianiſm, ſo far as «hey reſpect a particular Congregation, with- 
out having an Opportunity of joining with the ſeveral Claſſical Af- 
ſembles that are mentioned in preſbyterial Government ? If not, then 
provided twenty Churches were form'd into one Preſbytery, they 
could not properly be call'd Preſbyterians, unleſs they belong'd to a 
Syned; Nay, if twenty Preſbyteries were join'd in one Synod, they 
could not properly be call'd Preſbyterians unleſs they were annex'd to 
the general Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland ; and conſequently 
there could be no preſbyterial Congregation in America, becauſe none. 
of them are under the Government of that Aﬀembly.--- | 
I could enlarge upon ſeveral of the proceeding Heads and conſider, 
ſome others, as I have had Opportunity to hear and know more of 
the Controverſy than many other Men. But I apprehend that every 
real Friend to Truth, and Lover of Mankind, will be convinc'd, by 
theſe Hints, that the Author of the Obſervations is not the Man he 
pretends to be. Had I a good Opportunity with him, as perhaps 
_=_ may have, I would put him in Mind of Solomon's Words, viz. 
at @ falſe Witneſs ſhall not be unpuniſhed, and he that telleth Lies 
Mall not eſcape.---] would alſo defire him to confider, That be who. 
Juftifieth the wicked, and he who eondemneth the juft are both an Abonu- 
nation to the Lord.--- Whither ſuch friendly Hints, might not be of. 
ſome Service to this Friend to Truth ( falfly ſo called) I know not, 
becauſe Gop ſometimes meets Men, and cauſes Conſcience to chaſ- 
tiſe them, when they leaſt expect it.- ---But leaſt I ſhould too far. 
treſpaſs by the Length of the Epiſtle, I muſt conclude. Only I beg 
leave, Sir, to obſerve that reading the Authors 5th Head of Enqui 
made me gueſs at his Diſtemper; and brought to Mind a Story I 
met with in an antient Author, concerning a Man that had been 
promoted to . Honour by his Prince ; he was advanc'd much 
above moſt of the Princes, and other Servants of the Country. And 
yet all this avail'd him nothing, becauſe he obſerv'd one, who refus'd. 
to pay him the Homage he demanded, allow'd to ſet at the King's 
Gate, and was mighty careſ d by the Populace, 20 Ly 


"C103 
it looks | firike all his Enemies with the great Dread of Oppoſing his 
on Con- Meaſures, and expoſing his cn Pl, he reſolv'd to be 
iniſter of aveng'd of his Adverſary, and preſently order d the Inftruments of 
Friend to | Death to be made ready.--- The ſame Night the King's Mind was 
not a f chang'd and ſtrongly inclin'd to have the Chronicles over before 
eſbytery ¶ him; where he found this honeſt Man that was devoted to Death, had 
enquire I diſcover'd a Plot againſt the King's Honour and Life: This he care- 
Rules of { fully laid up in his Heart.--- Soon upon it, the ambitious and envious 
n, with- | Miniſter ef State (for ſuch was his Office) came into the King's 
| Court, waiting with Impatience to have his defur'd Revenge executed 
upon his Enemy.---And when he made his Appearance, the King 
aſk'd him what Honours ſhould be confer'd upon the loyal Subj 
whom he took peculiar Delight in? To which he reply'd (up- 
poling it had been himſelf ) that he ſhould be cloath'd with a purple 
Garment interwoven with Gold, with the Crown royal his 
Head and receive the Euges of all the People.-- Fluſh'd with the Ex- 
pectation of diſtinguiſhing Homage, this unhappy Miniſter had fo 
much the greater Diſappointment ! No ſooner he preſcrib'd the 
Honours, but the King commanded: him to make Haſt, and with his 
own Hand, confer them upon his Enemy, who had diſcover'd the 
Plot againſt his Crown and Dignity.---Struck. with. Confuſion at the 
unexpected Diſappointment of his Hope, and at the great Honours 
done to his molt deſpiſed Adverſary, together with the unlucky Omen 
which theſe Things ſeem'd to preſage, he went down to his Houſe 
mourning with-his Head covered. But he was preſently fetch'd back 
by the King's Command, and accus'd of having laid a Scheme 
againſt the and Dignity of his royal Maſter, and of making an 
Attempt upon the Life of his SubjeQts.---Enrag'd at the Ingratitude 
and Treachery of ſuch a perfidious Wretch, the King commanded 
his Chamberlain to ſeize upon him and put an End to his wicked 
Life, by the ſame Inftruments, which he had prepar'd for the Execu- 
tion of his faithful Subject who had diſcover'd the Plot. The 
King's Command was immediately executed, and to the great Satis- 
faction of his good Subjects, the forfeited Honours of the Traitor 
were confer'd upon this Man ; He is admitted into the King's 
Preſence and Favour, made One of the ſeven Princes, adorn'd with 


Yours &c. 
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